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In my capacity a8 s counterintelligence
agent, and kaving been in charge of counter-espionage
operations (until approximately 1951) in West Berlinm,
T had firsthand knowledge of the type of Soviet activ-
ities under discussion, such as abductions and inter-
rogetions under duress of psychological pressure or

physical intimidation.

For the unit to which I was assigned in
Berlin, I had to safeguard the security and mission of
the United States Forces stationed in Berlin and Europe,
I was also responsible for aiding or assisting and ad-
vising the German authoritles and Allied agencles in their
investigatione of abductlions or as the CGerman authorities
call them, the violations of the personal security of the
civilian population of Berlin, During the same period as
well as afterwards, I also had the responsibility of pro-
tecting operations and personnel utilised in the collecting
of counterintelligence or positive intelligence information
for the United States Forcea, A large number of the vietims -
of ebductione and interrogations undsr duress were active for
the Western Allies and Germsn sgencies (also private organi-
zations in West Berlin) in gathering data and information
intelligence from Fast Germany, For this reason, wany .
sources and investipators for the United States Forces and
United States Information Agency (USIA) were directly en~
dangered by these Soviet practices, Therefore, any cases
of ebductions and interrogetions under duress were of direct
interest to me and the unit which I served (Region VIII of
CIC and USAREUR Liaison Groupa). ' '

Qur basic eim was to collect the data on the
facts in each case and to learn more mabout the modus operandi
of the Soviet, East German, and Satellite intelligence and
security organizations perpetrating such crimes,

During the entire period tbat I wre engaged
in these investigations, I collected applicable newspaper

-eclippings and publications concerning these cases and

generally containing accurate information without viclating

" the existing security regulations of the Counter-Intel~

ligence Corpa, The material that was published had been
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releaged in the foreign'press. Not hav:lng

uould have
been impossible for me to recollect the la:zge number of

detalls snc names of persons imvolved, especially since
I waa consistently required to cover or report on a multi-

tude of persons mnd events of intersst to the United States
Forces, .

From January 1 to October 31, 1951, thers - -
occured 14 cases of abduction in which persons and circum~
atances became known to the West Berlin police, and the
MFS (or SFS) was directly implicated, During the same period,
the police was notifled 205 times 1egarding abductions, in
which the auspects or offenders could not be identitied.

As mentioned in the XGU (Fighting Group Againet
Inhumanity) pemphlet, "The Red Gestapo" by Bernhard Sagolla,
concerning the MFS, KURT MUELLER, Communist representative
at Federal Germsn Congrees (Lower House), was lured to West
Berlin (egain no actusl abduction) and was reportedly later
beaten (about 1951) by the interrogator LOTZE to admit hoving
betrayed the party (eccording to testimony of a fellov inmate
who was released and fled to West Berlin), The East German

refugee, RUDOLF J,, Lendhausatrasse, Berlin-Wilmersdorf, vas

S assaulted by four men and beeten with a copper cable on the .

: night of July 28, 1951. Pedestrimns came to the viotim's ald

when he called for help, One WERNER HOPPE, East Berlin, was

then eaught, An accomplios, 27 year old ERHIN Z11Z, and an

MFS officer, 39 ysar old ALBERT SAIMINKEIT, mansged to flee,

HOPPE had a falaified West Berlin identification doocument under

the name of MEWES, given him by the MFS, HOPPE was & burglar who
- 'had been offered leniency for e burglary if he cooperated and - -

wag also well paid to earry out the opention and rent a car,

The following are cases described in vsrious

German newspaper ¢lippings and of which I also have personal.
knowledget

1. DR. ALEXANDER- mmm«ov:ca, 60 yoars old
at the time, head of the Berlin Committee of Anti-Soviet Organi-
zation "NTS" and & leader of Russian emigrants and resistance
- groups, On April 13, 1954, after a brutal beating, he was
apparently placed in a car end taken to Esst Berlin. The sus-
" pect vas HEINZ CLAESEE, 40 yeara of age, murried, resident of




Berlin-Halensee (British Sector), Heilbronner Stresse 11,
was visited in the evening by the vietim. GLAFSKE wes an
-getive member of a Cerman private organization, so-called,
"Late Returnees and Lxpellees from Prisoner of War Camps

and lost Eastern German Territories." The abduction oo~

cured about 8300 — 8345 pm. The accomplices were most.

.~ likely a male driver and up to two more men aad one ~oman, .
GLAESKE wae an architect and good mcquaintance of the viotim,
who probably trusted him well. Also, GLAESKE was most
probably an ective double-agent between Soviet intelligence
(and/or MFS) and the West German United States supported
Gehlen organisation (now the BND). Blood was found in the
apartment afterwardas, A rug had beea carried downstairs
by GLAESKE. Later, a subsequently defected East Berlin .
policeman claimed that s black OPEL KAPITAEN was used to
teke TRUCHNOVICH and GLAESKE to Esst Berlin, The confusing,
yet interesting, element in this caese is the lmck of Western
knowledge on whether either TRUCHNOVICH or GLAESKE were
abducted and who really sbducted whom, Whatever the true
ciroumstances were, it 1s evident that both TRUCHNOVICH and

"GLAESKE were moved to the Enst and pleced under Soviet controlj
there was a bloody struggle, end definitely an abduction of one-

or both individuala tock place at Soviet or MFS direation.

. One KUEHNE, of the SPD--Ostbuerc snd its newly
appointed head of covert and resistance activities in East
Germany, was abducted February 1949 from West Berlin to the
East, KUEHNE had been in contact with one EHLERS, who had
a leading poaition in the "DWK" (German Economic Commission)
of the Boviet Occupation Zone. At that time, EHLERS resided
in West Berlin (French Sector, not far from the Soviet Sector)
and XUEENE hed been visiting him at home repeatedly. KUEHNE
was then staying temporarily in West Berlin to tske over and
.organize the ‘many East German operational contacts and planned
to return io Hanover, West Germany, The Soviets (MGB) had
arranged for two accomplices to mid EHLERS in drugging KUEHKNE
. and then moving KUEHNE to Esst Berlin. One girl, posing es a
- maid, prepared the drinks with a drug., The msle accomplice
was to put handcuffs on the victim, When KUEHNE was not easily
doped,- the mah left the sdjoining room, turned. the radio on ‘
full volume, and tried to subdue KUEHNE in order to give him
en injeotion {the syringe was later found). The sttempt falled
" and the eriminal had to hit KUEHNE on the head with the band-
cuffs, ' KUEHNE obviously put up a terrific fight leeving blood
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traces and overturned fumiture._

. RATNER HILDEBRANDT, onetime head of the

XGU, ves the target of seversl Soviet and MFS abduction
sttempts. One of these wam organised by the HFDERICH
Group (MFS directed and peid) in February 1950, in the
Britieh Sector et Berlin-Gruneweld, Two cers were to block
the street, A third car wvas to epprosch from & side street,
As HILDYBFANDT's cer would stop, s man from the epproach-
ing vehicle would subdue HILLEBEANDT with an ether sponge
snd ‘& pistol butt, so thet HILLFBEANDT could be taken by
one of the cars to Fast Berlin., The plen failed wvhen
HILDFBFANDT simply drove sround the obstriretion without
renlizing the true slgnificence of the Bitustion, Two
culprits vere later caught in West Berlin snd -sentenced.
One RUTH PENSA, closely associated with HEDERICH and e
member of HEDFRICH's gang, voluntarily ceme to West Barlin

to escape further political pressure and the constant surveil- .

lances by informants and colleborators of the Communists and
Soviets, She had slsc besn ordered to abduct one KARL HRINZ

HAGEN, a member of the "UFJH (Investigating Committes of
Free Jurists), S

WOLFCANG HOEHER, a LDP (Liberal Democratic
Party) Representative in Weat Berlin and a nember of LDP
"Hilfedienst Ost" (Ald Service East), vas caused to become
intoxicated and probably mlso drugged in order to ba ab-
ducted to Fast Berlin. Thie was in February 1953, ' In eerly
1950, HOEHER had become acqusintec with one KIRVES, e
director of a Soviat Corporation in Fast. Germany and an
2lleged member of & resistance group. -One evening they met,
8s usual, in a restaurant having dimly 1lluminated separate
booths, At one of these, KIRVES wag holding e seat for
HOEHER snd probably drugged the wine he hed ordered for
HOEHEHR, The drug thet wee used apparently perelyazed the
will end mental processss of the vietim while not impairing

. -bodily setion and mobility.. This eccounts for BOEHER hav
- ~-left the meeting place withouit objection and Jjoining KIRVES
. in & waiting taxi, that had been sent thers by the MFS, -
 HOEHER appearsd slightly inebriated, but in no unumial con-

dltion to arouse suspicion vhen deperting from the restaursat,
The taxi then proceeded to East Berlin without interruption,

Chemistry ‘student, KAISFR, who '-r_a‘s”suba_equpnuy
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, sentenced to death in an Fast German show trisl, vas em-

. ployed by the KGU in a lrborntory deing experimentnl
chemistry work connected with propagends and resistance
operaticns directed egeinst the Soviets nnd the Test Germen
Regime, His onetime fellow student and friend, BRAMBACHFR,
from Faet Berlin's Humonoldt University mainteined close
contact with YAISTE for yeers., one day, BAAMBACHER (:-1d KAISER -
that he had been sccosted on the street in the Soviet :
Sector by MFS officials vhile shopping. After an arrest
end # short but intensive interrogation, BPAMBACHER was
recruited as an MFS informant, BPAMBACHFR openly told
EAISER about the difficult position in which he found
himself when given the mission by the MF5 to 8ld in or ar-
renge DAISER's abduction., Through his frenk disclosure,
BRAMBACHER fully gained ¥AISYR's confidence, Several days
later, the two were together with their fiancees =nd hagd s
few drinks, Then BRAMBACHLR and ¥AISER decided to go to
another local tavern to have nore drinks, From there both
-then boarded a tax! snd left for Past Berlin, KAISER was

. apparently unconcerned, although intoxiceted, and very likely-
also drugged without realizing 1t, -

_ The MGB (or KB directed Soviet Intelligence
and Security Service) used particularly the element of
decoption and trapped victime into placing themselvas into
Soviet hands without ceusing thc ebducted persons to realige
with whom they ectually dealt until 1t was too late. A
fevorite rusc vas to reguest the wented person to accompany
the civilian officials of an elleged Western occupation
pover to the next Heodquerters Office {Vamrundatuve) for
e routine interrvieu or suppesedly hermless identity check.
Loesl reaidents were generally sware that Western Allied

. authorities did not "violate personal freedoms" (as abductions,
arrests without wvarrants, holding sugpects without defense
or ocutside contact, and Interrapetions under duresa ere
called 4n Cermany). Thereforc, they willingly accompanied

* - the clvilisns claiming to. represent the Nestern Allles.

.Once’ in the. vehicle, the victinms weré subdued immedistely
‘upén any sign of alamm or mistrust, An estimated 600 West
Berlin residents at least, beeeme viotims of ebduotions by
the Sovicts or their Germen orgenizations or ‘helpsrs tetween
the end of World Var IT and 1954.  Most of *hese were sb-

. ductions through ruses but quite = nuzher of ietims were

also overpowered through phyeicel vicience or the use of
alcohnol and drugs.
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o ; Ir additicn, many mere persons were cppre-—
hended in Ooviet centrolied territory after heving heen
lured or wetched closely snd entering such area. 1In a
strictly technicel interpretetion, cases of epprehension
without proper legal grounde (a method typical of Soviet
gsecurity actions) cennot be conzidervd & abductions wunless
the victim wes moved to Soviet control ugainst his w111,
‘In one auch csse, in which the victin was trapped into
entering Soviet ruled territory, a well-known and highly
populer ballerina of the Stete opers house in the Soviet
tector was epperently used to entice the vicetim, & German
of ruseien origin, to zo to Fest Berlin. A close female
ecquaintence of this dancer wes sent by the Scriets to the
victim, after erranging a meeting for the vietim with the
ballerins, NATASHA TRCFIMOVA, to teke place following a
performance. In this ceee, no physicsl violence or drugs
‘had to be employed, and the person who wes to be met in
the Tagt was possibly not even ewere of the truc purpose
of the meeting, '

According to materlal collccted snd carefully
checked by the UFJ end covering the period of the fall of
1549 until eerly 1956, there ocoured at lesst SR abductions
to Fast Germany through the use of deception and beits
besides an additional 2¢ ebductions in which the victims
were overpowered. As the British Minister for Foreimm
Affalrs, Selwyn Llioyd, utated on February 22, 1956, in the
British Parlisment, 103 persons wers abducted or 1llegally
srrested Letween 1945 and thet date by the Soviets or their
German collaborators from the British Sector of Berlin alone.
In only eeven of these cades wes it possible for British
suthorities to cause the boviets to release the victims.

s HELNUT NICKEL, 43 yeare old, & high school
" teacher, was asssulted May 1st, 1950, in .he French Sector
of Berlin in'the lste evening by two unkncwn persong, pulled
into ‘& waiting cer and abducted. . - .. . | . :

ALFRIL WI'ILAND, 44 yeers old, s journslist, wes
‘overpowered neer & ceserted. house in ruins in. the vicinity of
a British Sector post office {(Berlin Wost 3. on Noveuber 11,
1950, end cerried into e waiting car Ly two unknown assallants
. who abdueted him to the Soviet Sector, Wi ILAND alweys visited -
the post office regularly in the late zorning hours to pick
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his 1ail up at hls ~wn spoclal delivery box,

o STANICTS Y I E, 54 yeer old laborer, wos
spoken o en Auguet 12, I75L, by a group of three unknown
men,  Not expecting =ny trouble #4 «ll, FINFR approached
the group, wes beaten uncenscisus, cragged into a vaiting
passcnger. cer, end £blucted. This took plac. relatively
early in the evening, svout it pw, nesr the elevated
trein stetion Somnenellee in Berlin-Nenkeelln (American
Sector),

GUFNTT L VIZKFL, another Yest Berlin resident,
wa3 esked Dy 8 stranger on Yebsusry 24, 1959, ‘o board a
walting sutomobile to be teken by the driver to 2 hospital
into which & short while before MICHFL's injured girl friend
had allegedly bsan delivered from en accident. In actuality,
she had not been placed in any haspital or involved in any
accldent.. The ruse succeeded, hovever, in ceueing MICHT'L
1o be abducted to Fast Berlin, where the responsible authori-
. tles then found out thet MICIIL was not the person by that -

neme they really wented, .

GUENTT R VALLIX, 26 years old, he participated-
in e small famlly celebration of scquaintances on the night
of July 6th to 7th 1951 in Vest Berlin, During the esrly
norning hours, VALDIX wes *sken to the Soviet cperated
elevated train in Vest 2rrlin to Serlin-Yannsee, where he
reaided. Upon arrirvel there and before lerving the siation
premises, he vas ssseulted by three strengers, wha hed been
weiting for him there, pulled into +he trnin assan, end pbe
ducted in it to Potedsm in Fast Cermany, the trein's final
~ destination. - He wes subscquently tried by ean Fast Germen
court for polltical offenses snd sentenced,

Preparations for ebductions require careful
planning and thorough knowledge regarding the victims and’

. their daily routine activities especially when drugs and/or

- lerge groups of assailants sre utilized, Usually, such
information is collected through.systematic surveillances.

- Frequently, and if fessible, informants with personal contact -
with the target personslities, esre also vsed end specificelly

-directed to provide the needed knowledge, For this reason,
it is extremely difficult to determine sccuretely at which
stage the collection of informaticn (through surveillences,

- -
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informants, double-agents, or by other moans) ends and
et which precise moment the actual ebduction operation
begins, The one activity always carries over into the
other and both must be filly coordinated. Almost all sb-
ductions, except those solely aimed st eliminating politi~
cel opponents, generally lead to the intexrogation and
intelligence exploitation of the vietim and the possible
infiltration of the organization which the victinm had
served, so that one of the mejor purposes of abductions
is again the gathering and following up of valuable
intelligence dete and lesds not as easily or quickly
aveilable by other methods., Therefore, the victims of
-abductions generally are persons engaged in anti-Soviet
or anti-Communist efforts, oftentimes on behalf of or in
coopaeration with agencies or groups opersted or supported.
by the Unlted States or other Western Allies. In oxder to
achieve their aims in thls respect, the Soviets, their
Satellites, and Communist agents do pot heaitate to use
poison and “terror through extreme physical violence and
brutal psychologicel pressure. This is true for the menner
in which persons are kidnepped or arrested illegally as

~well es for the wey in which suspects or pre~trial prisoners

are interrogated and confessions obtained.  The most typicel
exsmples of Soviet (or MFS) brutelity and disregerd for .
humane conduct in intelligenca, es well as counterintel-
ligence, opsration3 are the followings

\

On July 8, 1952, the member of the UFJ and s

- West Berlin lewyer, DR, NAL'I'ER LINSE, was brutally sssaulted

<

in the American Sector of Berlin and ebducted to East Cermsxy.

_Because of the complexity of the lerge-scsle operation con-

ducted to kidnap DR, LINSE, who wes actively engaged in
propagandizing the evils of the Soviet system, it was pos-
gible in a relatively short time to gain detailed knowledge

- of the individuels, orgenization, and ections connected with .

the LINSE abduction, The overpowering and moving of the

S ,._victim from West Berlin was carried ocut by notorious ¢rimivals
. under the personal direction of HFS officers, who did not,
-“however, leave Ffast Berlin., A West Berlin taxi wes taken

by the criminale at 5:CC am of the same date from West Berlin ~
to the Soviet Sector. The driver, WILHELM WOITZISKE, was

. paid the fare in advence to convince -him of the konesty of

the pessengers and to meke him lees suspiclous about entering
the East Sector. Just before crossing the Sector border,

.one passenger gave WJITZISIE & carton of cigarettes as further

- Approved For Release 1999/09/07 : CIA-RDP65-00756R00?03
R . . : I P - i i e Pt




.
[

Theodor Hans—-Psge &

. incentive for the trip. The border guards stopped the
vehicle, asked WOITZISKE to step out, and upon finding
the cigarettes on him, errested him at once on & smug-
gling charge. ~He was placed in pre-trisl detention,
His texi was teken directly to a safe location in the
Soviet Sector, where the license plates were removed and
placed on & previously selected. and prepared MFS pas-
senger car (.-door Opel sedan). The gang mezbers as—
signed to the eutomobile left imrediately with this car
for the pre-arranged West Derlin meeiing place while the
other accomplices proceeded to the site by different
routes, Not all participents in this crime were at the
scene to assist in overpowering DR, LINSE., Some were to
watch for police interference, several had to observe the .
victim, and others had the task of checking the opuration
for any Bigns of trouble or possible failures, After all
accomplices had placed themselves st their assigned lo-
cations, DR, LINSF left his home et 7:3C em. Two of the
eriminals then walked direetly to DR. LINSE and apparently
asked him for e light for s cigarette. DR. LINSE obliged,
put his hand in his pocket, and &t the same moment wes hit
in the face with a smell hard bag filled with sand, He ‘
wae pulled into the cany which then drove off at excessive -
speed. A driver of a delivery truck, which was in the
same street, immediately gave chase but could not catch
the car, which wes noted by other witnesses as it ap-
proached and crossed the border between West Berlin and
the Soviet ocoupation zone,

: Other witnesses in East Germany subsequently .
described how the Opel sedan was stopping et an apparently
pre-designated site in the Soviet Zone where an escort of
East German police in a second car and s motorcycle patrol-
man joined the abductors and left for the next destination
-of the victim. According to initial and official Soviet
statements, this sbduction never occured and the presence
of DR, LINSE 4in the Soviet occupied or controlled territory
was -unknowry in spite of en alleged Soviet investigation in

'this case 88 requested by the Vestern authorities. Yet, the
Soviets recently disclosed that DR, LINSE had died in late

1953, in a Soviet prison camp of unknown ceuses. The West
Berlin police- investigation and intervievs of witnetses re-
vealed beyond doubt that the MFS Main Department VIII {In-
vestigationa and Arrests), headed by MORGENTHAL, had planned
and directed thie entire operation, and that the so—called
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(WP INMEISTTR Group (one of Lept, VIII's _sﬁb-unita) had carried .

it out, IFS officers who directly supervised this ab-
duction were one “PAUL" {covername) from Berlin-Penkow,
Soviet Sector, the group leader, and his deputy, FRITZ VAHLE
ellss, PAUL SCHMILT. Cne SIEGFRITD BINTER, 27 years old,
later ceught in West Berlin, wms an accomplice in the ab-
duction of DR, LINCE,

On May 17, 1955, the 2% year old MF& informent
and colletorstor, Gr RHAID BYCK, from Teltow, Fast Germany,
wvas tried by & West Berlin court for attempted abduction
and poisoning of the employee LISA STFIN of the USIA opersted
West Berlin broadcesting station RIAS (Redio in the Americsn
Sector). BICK had been ective a8 s Communist in various
Leftist Fast German political and mass organizations from
1946 on, - In the fall of 1953, BICK established contect with
RIAS and offered to provide information for broadcasts on
agricultursl and I'ast Germen farmer's situations in the Soviet
Zone. According to BECK's testimony at the trial, he hed
been arrested unexpectedly November 1954 by the MFS. Al-
though he allegedly denied initiamlly having eny connection
with RIAS, BECK claimed he was finally forced to confess to
having furnished reports to RIAS, BECK ssserted that the MFS
interrogators threatened to take sdverse and punitive action
against his wifo end five clildren, Instead of prosecuting
and trying BECK, the MFS utilized him to continue his contact
with RIAS and, while acting as double sgent, to report in
detail on a1l individusls, offices, end information Tequests
or interests of RILS.

- In March 1955, BICY received the MFS mission to
prepsrs and carry out the sbduction of FRAU STEIN, who wes
known to the MFS as being quite effective in interviewving

~-refugees end confidential sources or visitors from Fast Cormany
-at RIAS and mpparently well-informed regarding Fast German
-and Soviet conditions, leading personslities) and specific

organizations in the Soviet Zone and Sector, Ancluding the
MFS itself.  Seversl high M'S officers, believed to have in-
cluded even FHM:. WALLWIBER (who was then in clarge of the
MFS), initialily discussed with BECY the best plans for sb-

-ducting FRAU STEIN. These meetings tock place in a covert

Fest Berlin MFS apartment, Fimlly, BICK wen given a box of
brandy f£illed candy of & Soviet Zone firm and told that

poisoned candy pieces hed been mrranged in the box in e
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certain order to perudit 30y to shere the candy with the
vietim without eny denger to BECY,  He wvas warned by his
' MFS superiors or hendlers to offer the ‘candy sometime
toverd the end of the meeting with Fral STFIN, which hed
been scheduled by BFCE and STVIN in edvance to take place
in & West Berlin cafe. Upon leaving the cefe and on her
welk to her nearby residence, FRAU STIIN was expected to
become unconscious end wes to be plcked up by a walting
cer which would appear to be passing by chance. All prepa~
rations for the kidnapping hed been made well in rdvance,
when BECE followed his MFS instructions preclsely., FRAU
SITIN did not become 111, hovever, until she was in front
of her apartment, where neighbors ceme to her 2i1d end she
was immediately moved to a hospitel, After 48 hours of
severe illness, during which FRAU STEIN's revival was un-
certain, the attending physicians mansged to find an antidote
and she recovered.  The court medical expert found that it
we8 most probably the highly dangerous polson "SKOPOLAMIN,"

It vas only through coincidence and BFCK's
lack of fear, based on his firm belief thet his complicity
in this sbduction attempt could not be proven, that BFCK
was epprehended in West Berlin shortly after the incident.
Since the death penalty is not applicable in West Cerman
(and also West Barlin) Jurisdiction, BFCK was sentenced to
twelve years in the penitentiary, This was considered a
8tiff sentence and iven specificelly as a preventive messure
regarding possible future offenses of this type. In any
court in Soviet controlled territory, the same crime would
have definitely resulted in a death penalty for the defendant,
providing that he would still be in such physivel condition
after pre-trial interrogation and detention that he could
face a court. DR

o On July 25, 1955, the former MFS officer,
SYLVFSTFR MURAU, who had defected to West Berlin some time
. eerlier, ‘vas iidnapped from -the Vest German town of Heubeck

' :"_near'Darmstadt, where MURAU had taken up residence &8 a

refugée without official West Gorman aid,. MURAU's daughter,
GITTA CULLMANN, 21 yesrs old, was used by the MFS to dispel -
KURAU's suspicion against the actual ebductors, who posed as
good acqualntences of GITTA. Jne of the fccomplices, 2/ yesr
old JOACHIM TIETZF, was later ceught in Yest Gemnaan territory
end sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary, , :

T
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In this evduction, URAU ves first induced

*o become intoxicated end then drupged to becoms un-

conscious.

He was teken by cer from the eforementioned

community to I'est Germany scross the Soviet Zone border,
which 18 loceted quite e distance away. Both sbductors
received & bonus of 5,0CC Deutsche Merk Vest (close to

£1,2C0) eech in addition of rcimbursement of all expenses

and other payments for succeeding in this cese,

A short

time later, while TIFTIF was mttempting to take & stolen
Yest Berlin sutomobile to ihe Soviet Zector, he end his

sccomplice in the kidnapping, cne HIMEIS, were apprehended

by Western authoritics.

On February 4, 1956, the former Fast Germen

People's Police Lieutenant Colonel (Inspekteur), ROBERT
BIALFK, wes abducted from West Berlin by direction of the

MFS, - In this case, too, cereful preparation end timing had
been used to succeed. )
Fest German police official, PAUL DRZFWICKI, elso residing

at that time ms e refugee in West Berlin, had been recruited
Heving lived for years in West -
Berlin es former defected police officer, DRZFWICKI menaged .

ag an informant by the MFS,

Several months before, the onetims

to establish contact with BIALEK and gein his confidence.

" On the date of the ebduction, DEZIVICKI had invited BIALPK

to a party subsequently celebrating DRZFWICKI's birthday.
The -celebration took place in a2 furnished room, DRZEWICKI

had rented on February lst,

In reality, the girl and the

wae actually a Soviet Sector police official,

‘became 111.

After seversl drinks, BIALEZK was drugged and
.The main tenant of the apartment in which the

‘furnished room-wes loctted, even assisted the abductors in

" the irue ecircumstances.

a hospital,

- carrying the victim out of the building wlthout realizing
once- on the sireet, & passing cer
vas flegged down for the purpose. of moving the sick man to

In reslity, the car he¢ been waiting for thil

- moment end BIALEL. wes ebducted to Fast Berlin,

In this cese, BIALTF hagd also been engngnd

-after his defection in essisting “estern authorities end.

An sllegéd niece of DRZEWICKI
and en Fast Berlin ecquaintence of DRZIWICKI, later intro-
duced to BIALFK se also opposed to the Soviet regime, happened
to be present at the party.
East Berlin resident were the abductorssent along by the MFS

to carry out the operstion with DRZFWICKI's help. The man
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intelligence epuneies ic gain veiusble ‘nformetion Tegard-
ing Fast German and Ssvied tzrgets snd had further been
used in a2itempts tc ~nuse the defectlion of other East
Germans and People's Polico members to Vest Berlin, It
ves well-known to “estern counterintelligence and intel-
llgence orgenizetions that the Soviets snd their Communist
collaborators were cxtremely intecrested in having MURAU,
BIALEX, and other Yssi Cerman defectors fron police and
governzment or perty organizations returned to Soviet control
in order to prevent the increaning and elarming refugee
flow to the Weet and the gradually greater nimber of de-
fections from Fast Germany. It slso became known that
many of these ebduction victims, especially those formerly
serving in the MFS, vere sentenced to death for desertion,

) (ne of those executed, in my wmemory is correct,
was a onetlme MFS official named PAUL RFBENSTOCK s Who had
been arrested neer the Soviet Sector border in Fast Berlin
after exteneive surveillance and being lured to the border
by an slleged prospective informsnt or defector,

: ~ According to an srticle in the "Die Weltwoche,"
Zuerich, Switzerland, of November <8, 1955, and written by

one H.COOKAIDGE, the West Derlin police president, DR, JOHANNES
STUMM, intormed the writer during an interviev in Berlin of
1954, that sccording to official police files, approximately
4(C persons were sbducted from West Berlin by Soviet paid

and directed agents snd their Cerman collsborators or criminal
eccomplices, Bonus peyments of 547 end 1G00 Deutsche Mark

West for cme abduction successfully cerried out were often—
times glven to the abductors by the Soviets or MFS,

: " The cloee Telationship between the use of ab-
ductions and the intelligence or infiltration efforts by
Soviet and Fast Germen (es well eg other Satellite) organi-
zations 1e vell deronsirated by the following selected ex- _
. -aumples, representing only a very few of the large mumber of
-cases which became known: - ° . - o o TT

o On April 27, 195/, CFAHARD YARPAHNKE moved from
the British Sector of Derlin to the Soviet Sector, According
to & release by the Soviet Zone nevs egency, ADN, KARPAENKE

.made a full confession to Fast German security authorities
regarding his past aseociaticn with the GFHIEN intelligence
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organization in Western Germany, KARPAHNKE claimed in
his confession that he had been deputy chief of the
"Fillale K" (branch office or agency K) and had received
‘orders directly from the chief of the "Generalvertretung
G" (Main Branch or Division G), the former German Genersl
KOERNING. -According to KEARPAHNKE, the GEHLEN-Organi-
zatlon was receiving an annual subsidy of 25 million
Deutsche Mark West, Although at first glance, KARPAHNKE
appears to have no importance regarding abduction oper-
ations, a closer check into his background and personal
contacts reveals at once the missing links between the
usual intelligence activities of the Soviets (or MFS) nnd
the abductlon of DR, ALEXANDER TRUCHNOVICH, which ocoured
exactly two weeks before KARPAHNKE moved to the East,

HEINZ GLAESKE and KARPAHNKE were friends and
had worked together in the assme private German organizetion-
for German returnees and expellees, - As claimed by the
Soviets after the TRUCHNOVITCH incident, GLAESKE had made a
full confession that he hed worked for the CEHLEN-Organi- .
zation, As the Soviets, and an alleged voluntary statement
by TRUCHNOVICH in the Soviet Zone, also claimed, TRUCHNOVICH
had left West Berlin voluntarily because he considered o
further opposition to the Soviet Government senseless, GLAESKE
had allegedly also worked for or with the British Intelligence
Service. KARPAHNKE's voluntary move to the East, his &lleged

- confession, and his sirange background strongly suggest that
he ‘had been s double agent between the East and West,

- In July 1951, KARPAHNKE had moved with his
entire family and all furniture from Esst Berlin to the
5 ‘ West Sector. For thi: move, he had full permission from
- the Soviet Sector authorities, At any time, such moves with
all belongings from East to West were hardly ever authorized
by the East German administration unless severe personal hard-
ship was involved and to grant them would be of politicel ad-
vantage. For this reason, KARPAHNKE was. never a refugee, He
. onever claired to have been forced to lemve Fast Berlin,
- Bhortly after settling in the British Sector, KARPAHNKE
~obtained the job of janitor at the West Berlin "Haus der
Zukunft" (House of Future), an anti-Communist youth hostel
and cultural institution where different Western leciurers
gove talks on ‘the Soviets and Communist dangers to students
- and rofugees,  Shortly after World Wsr II, KARPAHNKE had -
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Jjoined the Fast Berlin police and served until 1546 in

ite Criminal Investigation Department. It became well
known in recent years that the Soviets recruited

of ‘the covert investigatora and informants in German ad-
ministration offices in the police force and left them in
their regular positions to provide better cover for agtivi-
ties which in reality were carried out for the Soviets,
~KARPAHNKE had to leave the police when the Fast Berlin
authorities found out that he hed falsified his question-
naire. After a short Soviet detention in a Kormandatura
prison, KARPAHNKE was transferred to the Sachsenhausesn
Soviet concentration camp, and if he had not been recruited
ee.1ier by the Soviets, 1t is very likely that he was
cosrced to become a collaborator at that time, Already in
September 1951, the West Berlin police department V (In-

- vestigation of Politicsl Crimes) received & complaint

against KARPAHNKE according to which he had denunciated

{or reported) a refugee from East Berlin to the MFS, - The
msterial did not provide sufficient evidence at that time,
however, to justify action egainst KARPAHNKE, If KARPANNKE
were a spy and double agent for the MFS or Soviets, he must
have reported to them continmuously on GLAESKE and, on the
basis of GLAESKE's information and personal contaot, regard-
ing TRUCHNOVICH, -

The aforementioned XGU was of serious concern

to the Soviet regime because 1t maintained constant coverage

and gathered as well as published voluminous information re-
garding all Boviet inhumane conduct and brutalities comnitted
.against the Cermans, Also, the KGU was highly popular with
the majority of the %est German population, .Through the

KQU files and efforte on locating missing persons, as well

a8 by charity work, many Fast Germans opposed to the Soviets

valueble information, The security and success of the Com-

mnist endesvors in Fast Germeny were therefore continuously
“hempered by KGU publications and resistanve work. . For this

~ reasom, prior to his resignation from the KGU, ites founder

‘and initial heed, the aforementioned HILDEBRANDT, was the
target of several unsuccessful abduction attempts, later, -
other members of the KGU, such as HERR ROLLER, HERR ZERD ,
SAITZ, and ERNST TILLICH; the successor of HILDEBRANDT, were .

- 8180 Involved in different attempts by the MFS to abduct them,
For the seme resson, the onetime alleged KGU contact or
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employee, BAYFR, vho had ‘novrd to Tast 3crlin snd becsne

an MEG collabore tor, ‘hreatened another former XU em-
ployee, SCHARLAU, u‘+h whor he had been acqueinted, to
cooperute with the S or SCHARLAY would be exposed with
regard'tw former moral feilings .and other violetions,

¥hen SCHARLAU refused to accept the offer of BAYLR to worh
with the 1¥FS, BAYER used SCHARLAU's aged mo‘r}‘er from Grimmen,
Yast Germany, to be s messenger to SCHA .,‘U 1th more
threatening lettera,

The contlnaed effort by the IFS to infiltrate
and/or disoredit the XGU in the eoyes of the generzl publie,
eg.ecially the Tast German population, met with unusual
success vhen a key member of the KGU end its anti-Soviet
resistance activities defected to Fast Berlin and decided
to cooperate fully with the MFS and Soviet Zone Communist
regime. This move by the onetime KGU functionary, HANFRIED
HILCKE, born June 25, 1929, at Dresden, was almosat certainly
the result of continued pressure on the part of the MFS to
approach and recruit as an informant HIECKE and other KGU
members, This pressure was not only applied in the form
of serious threats to the person being approsched and his
relatives, but also consisted of generous offers, ranging
from complete immunity from further Soviet prosecution for
past hostile mctions to promises of large scale renumeration
and other economic benefits in the Soviet Zone,

. HIECKE, who used the cover neme of FiED WALTER
while working for the KGU, later furmished 211 information
known to him about +he ¥GU, its operetions, sources, contacts,
amd most of ite leeding members, Even though some of his
information was distcrted end adapted to Soviet propagands
interests, the pamphlet published conteining his 4isclosures
and entitled, "DFCFNAME WALTFR" @id not fail 4n its aim of
seriously hurting the further cffeetiveness of the EGU and

When “the YGU ana with it & major sustained
end usually very velusble effort against Soviet spggression
and acts of terror, wes finelly distontinued in the face of
inereasing pressure and mounting public ceritieism, the Com-
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desired freedom of political action in Fast Germany, It
Jmay elso be of Western intercet to realize the tragic toll
‘HIECKE's full disclosures had 4LOnE numercus resistance
contacts and sources of the LGU in the.Soviet Zone whom
-he caused to be errested and Sentenced severely,

In 194%, the Fest Berlin Communist publish~
ing house, DIETS, bréught out s Soviet 1licensed (and
probably preparsd) pemphlet, entitled "KURIERE, SPITZEL,
SPIONE" ("Couriers, Denunciators, Spies), written by HEINZ
FUEINE, vwho claimed he voluntarily defected to the Boviet
Sector Februsry ¢, 1949, because he wanted to discontinue
his essocietion with the SPD in Vest Germany, KUEHNE is
identical with the eforementioned abducted KUEHNE, who had
then just taken over the SPT 'Ust-~Buerd (SPL operated infor-
mation and resistance organization) before being kidnapped, -
In hisforeword, dated June 27, 194%, XKUEHNE explains that
he wrote the booklet because he realized the miatakes of
the SPD leaders end their policies. It does not require
much imaginetion to resson why KUFHNE cooperated with the
. Soviets in preparing this pamphlet,

. The SPD 'Ust-Buero! wes one of the most
popular and efficlent privete and political intelligence
and resistance orgenizations until the time KUEHNE was
abducted and during a post-war period when neither the EGU
nor the UFG had become reelly effective and known, The dis—
closures of RUEHNE, the loss of many good socurces and contecta
through him, snd the drop in prestige were so damuying to
the SPD 'Ost-Buero! that for many years the organization did
not regain its former significence, This is particularly
important when one considers the fact that the great majority
of the Soviet dominated SED (Social Union Party of Germany)
was taken over from the SPD by a Soviet forced merger of
“the SPD and KPD (Commuinist Farty of Germany) to make it the
" leading party in the Soviet 4one, Again, this ebduction and
7 ‘quick’ turning of a onetime political foe bty the Soviets had

~a.definite political importance in the Communist strategy
end tectics regarding Germany, ' : -

-

Anotker example of how abduction, defection,
counterintelligence, and enti-Western propagands are utilised
in donjunctlon with interrogetion and exploitetion of all

evallable sources by the Soviets is the handling of the afore-

mentioned LDP representative WILFCANG HOEHER, (The LLP

" Approved For Release 1999/09/07 : CIA-RDP65-00756R000300:




" Thepdor Heans-~Page 1l

subsequently changed its party designation to .FDP to
distinguish it from the Communist controlled LDP 4in East
Germeny, and for this reeson HJEHER is mentioned as FDP
.member in later press releeses,) In late January 1954,
approximstely one yeer after HCEHER was believed to have
been abducted to Eest Berlin, the FDP representatives and
WILLT KERESSMANN, SPL representative end mayor of the
Berlin city distriet of Kreuzberg in the American Sector,
- had several heated arguments in a debate in the Berlin
v eity council regarding KRESSMANN's contention that HOEHER
2 must have been an informant of the Soviets and double agent
ageinst the FDP (LDP) and the GEHLEN-Organisation, in which
he had responsible positions in West Berlin., KHRESSMANN
based his statements on a pamphlet, entitled "Agent 2996
Reveals," published by the Soviet Sector Kongress Publish-
ing House in late 1953 or January 1954, In this booklet,
the author is identified as "WOLFGANG HOEHER, AO years old,
Jurist by profession, former military officer, and since
1950 a leading member of the counterintelligence agency of
the GEHLEN~Organization in West Berlin." .

o Although the Berlin FDP Party Chairman, CARL~
HIBERT SCHWENNICKE, declared on Januery 27, 1954, that the
matter hed not been cleared up completely and that it had
not been proven yet that HOEHER had spied for the East,
here again, the Soviet interest in HOEHER and other FDP
members with Western intelligence missions and contacts is
quite obvious, Next to the SPD (West German Socialiet
Democratic Party) and the SPD 'Ost-Buere! the FDP, which
s had a large following in East Germany, had the largest 'Ost-
Y Buero' and most active information and resistance organisation,
f. T . For this reason, many members of the FDP 'Ost-Buero' were in
- close touch with the GEHLEN-Organization and Western intel-
ligence agencies. :

‘ _ Another FDP '0st-Buero' agent, HANS FUELINER, .
" covername LIDWIG, who had.defected to ‘the Last or had been
arrested by the MFS, furnished identifying date to the MPS
- - on 27 FDP sources and contacts in East, Germany. : In spite of
a = his cooperation snd betraya), FUELDNER and other double
3 © agents or informants of the MFS were subsequently tried in
.Eaet Berlin for espionage and other crimes against the Rast
Germen state, It is of further interest to note that other
defendants tried together with FUELDNER had apparently also
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cooperated with the MFS without, however, having received
" immunity against prosecutlon, as apparently given HANFRIED
HIECKE, HEINZ XUFHNE, and others,

R One co~defendant of FUELDNER was a former
leading member of the West Berlin League for Human Rights,
one SILGRADT, also eccused of esplonage, SILGRADT was the
principal accused.

Another co-defendant was the former Fast
German People's Police Lieutenant, WERNER MANGELSDORF, who
had teken an active part in the uprising of June 17, 1953,
against the Eest German regime when he organized the liber-
ation of the Gommern jall near Magdeburg., MANGELSDORF later
fled to West Berlin and helped eatablish and cperate the
"Committee of the 17th of June," founded by onetime partici-
pante in the uprising who had been forced to flee from Soviet
prosecution, The private organization wes organized with
the help of the aforementioned RAINER HILDEBRANDT to develop
clandestine contacts with disaffected East Germans to prepare’
for another uprising against the Communist regime in the hope
of gaining success in another attempt by snlisting Western
support and: bstter ccordination end planning of the revolu-
tionary effort.

After MANGFLSDORF bhad become sctive in this
organization, the MFS arrested his brother, HANS :ANGELSDORF,
and forced the fiencee of HANS, one EDELTRAUT FEHSE, to
contact WERNER MANGELSDORF in West burlin and to offer him
on behalf of the MFS that HANS would be released if WERNER
agreed to contact the MFS and work for it as an informant
and infiltration agent in the Committee of the 17th of June.
Also, the MFS offered to drop the East German death sentence
ageinst WERNER, which had been pronounced by a Soviet Zone
court againat HERNER MANGELSDOF.F, when he vas t.ried in absence,

AR VERNER then lllegedly accepted t.hia offsr and

] went to the MFS in EFast Berlin to cooperate. On December 23,
1953 (the year is uncertain), WERNER MANGELSDORF signed the
obligation to become and MFS informant, When the MFS promise
to release HANS by January 1, 1954, was not kept, WFRNER _
feiled to maintain contact with the MFS and tried to dis-
continue his informant mission. EDELTRAUT FEHSE was sent .
. agein to WERNER on Jsnuery 16 and pleaded with him to re-
port to the MFS agsin, which he allegedly refused. to do. .
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On the same dey, WILRNER MANCLCLSLURF did not return to his
Yest Berlin residence from sn errsnd to & local post of-
fice, It is very possible that FFHSI wes closely observed
by accomplices of ITHSE or sgents of the MFS shadowing her,
and thet sn alternate plan of the MFS was to abduct WERNER
afterwards in the event that he refused to reestablish
contact with the MFS, Vhether he was sentenced to death
and executed I do not recollect, but WERNER MANGELSDORF
‘was definitely given st lemst & very long sentence, WERNER
is eeid to have reported his MFS contact to the 17th June
Committee end the Weat Berlin police prior to his disap-
pearance. The subsequent fate of his brother, HANS, and
FDELTRAUT FEHSE is unknown,

During the sbove mentioned show trial of
FUELDNER and MANGELSDORF, it became evident that the
principael defendent, SILGRADT, who may also have been ab- -
ducted or coerced by the MFS into cooperating with the
MFS, had voluminous records and eddress files in his pos-
saession concerning ¥ast German information sources and
resistance contacte of the Leagus for Human Rights end _
" the 17th June Carmittee., All of the materisl and information
collected in West Berlin by WERNER MANGELSDORF had also been
in SILGRADT's poseession and had been secured by the MFS,
Evidently, the show trial was not only intended to propa~-
gandize Western intelligence and resistance activitiza :
against the Fast German regime, but also to hide the true
. roles played by the different defendants prior to the trial
with regard to their MFS association and miesions. It is
highly doubtful that all defendants coopersted fully with
the MFS in all respects, as in such event their continued

intelligence utilisation mey have been preferred by the

Again, in May of 1954 (the year 13 uncemin),
another member of the 17th June Committee was arrested by the
“.. Wast Berlin police on chargea of having worked as informant

accused by the police of having pmpured the MFS sabduction

- of another West Berlin resldent. At spproximately the same :
time, the political refugee t‘rom Tast Germeny, HARRY SCHLESING, S

wes reported missing by the police, ECHLLSING elso had contact

with the 17th June Committee and vas suspected by the police

of heving returned to the Fast because of possible MFS or

Festern contects. In view of the serious end continued
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West Berlin sentenced 24 year old WERNER-HEINZ OKONEK, a
" West Berlin resident to .one year in" jail because he was found

. provided by the investigatprs led to JKUNIK's sentence, it
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infiltration by the !FS &nd Cemmunists of the 17th June
Committee, that orgenizeiion finelly decided to turn over
for security reesons all of ita files and cerded date to

the appropriete Vest Berlin police department, For the

same reason, the 17th June Committee finally ceased to exist.

‘Cases of Soviet or MFS infiltretion iato
Western orgunizations ere well illustrated by the follow-
ing examples, which show essily how such intelligence
operations may be utilized to aid in abductione;

: WILHELM STELLER, 3¢ year old police officer
of the Police Inspection Office Berlin-Zehlendorf, American
Sector, was recruited in 1952 as an informant for the MFS

and reported on internal and confidential activities of

the police in West Berlin for several years, Prior to his
assignment to the police inspection, STELLER was the regular
duty officer at the Police Precinet Nr, 161 (Polizeirevier)

on Claysllee, Berlin-Zehlendorf. For his espionage service,
STELLER received Soviet Sector end Fast Geiman state issued
purchasing slips (HO-Einkaufsgutscheine) for which he bought
commodities regularly in Fast Berlin, The West Berlin Politi-
cal Crimes Investigation Department uncoversd STELIER's intel~
ligence activities and apprehended him for subsequent prose-
cution, It was possible for STELLER, through his official
position, to cover meny interesting facets of American intel-
ligence and security operstions in the U, S, Secter because
the prineipal U, 5. offices, military and of the State Depart-
ment, as well a8 most of the covert intelligence facilities
and the majority of the American billets, are located in
Berlin-Zehlendorf, and particularly in the erea coversd by
Police Precinet 161,

) While the courts of the U, S, High Commisaion
for Germany (HICOG) were still maintained, a HICOO Court in

"guilty of having attempted to Teport to the MFS in Fast Berlin
‘names of fellow agents in the U; 5, Intelligence Service.
OKONEK was employed by the U, S, Intelligence Service. OKONEK's
~-wife and child resided in the Soviet Zone at the time that he
was in contact with the MFS, and OFONEY haed been threatened
by the MFS with reprisels against his femily if he did not
cooperate, Although the edmission of JENUNFY apd the evidence
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is not at 2ll certain that elther OXONEK -confessed
everything or that the investigetion uncovered the
full extent of his posaible egpionage,

in 1953 or 1954, the 25 year old intel-
ligence operator and informant, TIEMANN alias REINHARD,
was epparently recruited by the MFS in Fast Berlin in
or before 1952, when he established contact with his
former superior of the onetime German Abwehr (Military
Intelligence Service), one VON ZERSEN, who reportedly
became an MFS agent some time after 1948, When TIEMANN
feared he would be arrested in West Berlin for his
double agent activities between the MFS and the Western
intelligence organizations, he fled to East Germany,
TIEMANN had established contact with the LFV (LANDESAMT
FUER VERFASSUNGSSCHUTZ - Office for the Protection of
the Constitution) and had reconmended VON ZERSEN as a

veluable and trusted informent able to furnish ke
mation,
_ Prior to
B effort to organize an independent counterintel-

ligence group for the LFV, at which time VON ZERSEN was
identified as MFS informant but managed to avoid arrest,

TIEMANN and VON ZERSEN apparently gsined cnnsiderable insight

into the LFV organization and activitiea,  They reportedly
also succeeded in furnishing false informetion, moat 1ikely

prepared by the MFS to mislead and confuse Western authori-

ties, to the IFV end possibly other Western agencies,

One of the most serious thrnata to the security

of American forces and operstions in West Berlin wes un-
cevered ‘and discontinued when the espionage agent and in-
Yormant of the Soviet Intelligence Service, the 24 year old
IRMGARD. SCHMIDT elias STEPHANIE, was arrested by United

. States counterintelligence investigators in West Berlin

. December. 1., 1954, Just ‘before going to Faet Berlin to turn

m"“uover'intelligbnce information and material to her Soviet

superiors. ‘IRMGARD SCHMIDT, who vas quite pretty, had sue-
“ceeded in establishing firm perscnal contact on & social
basle with two important officiels of the United States
Intelligence Service. One of these was s military officer,
the other & civilian, With the help of one of her American.
friends, she even menaged to obtsin g position within the

United States Intelligence Service, in accordance with upecific

25X1C8a
25X1C8a
25X1C8a
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Soviet imstructioms, I WK 175 75T had been & uni-
versity studen® in lalle, "&st Zermany, specirlizing in
lengusges and studylng Chincse, ler mother continued to
reside there after IRVCGAID LOINITT hed moved to Berlin,
in February 1452, 50IMIDT wes arrested by the Soviets
because she had pleced Ler home &* the disposel of fellow
stucents, suspected of being in contaet with the FGU and
doing resistence vork in Halle. SCHYIDT wvas offered the
chance to serve ss Intelligence informant for the Soviets
to avold belng sentenccd and deported with her mother to
Siberir. The Soviets gave her ample funds to permit her
to carry out ler espionage missions in West Berlin and to
dress well., IRMGARD SCH4ILT was sentenced by an Americen
court to five years in the penitentiary. '

The apparent esse with which Soviet or Satel-
lite (including Fast German) interrogators, investigators,
end intelligence officers "turn" suspects or defendants
into cooperating informants or esplionage agents is quite
plausible when the Soviet or Communist practices and
procedures of erresting, interrogating, and punishing
people is being considered. No other government or politi- .
cal regime operates as many detention fecilities, labor

- camps, and political indoctrination or re-orientation

progrems as the Soviets and all of their Communist allies
to achieve maximum possible control over all individuals
within their territories end over all followers elsevhere,

One of the greatest Soviet essets in maintain-

1hg sbsolute political control is the well established

prectice of terror through large scale or nase- arrests,
complete disregard for individual liberty regarding op-
ponents end followers elike, and severe punishment, - in

the form of hersh sentences end inhumane Jail conditions,
to all those who oppose the regime or voice even the
slightest eriticism, Also, in this respect, the Soviet aim,
or the purpose of investipations or interrogations, is not

- 80 much the finding of truth as 1t is to achieve a specific
... politicel goal, even if the true circumstances do not alweys
- -werrant prosecution or punistment of the accused. Thus, in

frequent "spy trigls," the uncovering of "capitalist agents,”
end ‘the elimination of "foreign aggressors and Trotskyites,”

»: oftentimes the persons being tried and even confessing their

crimes have been framed and placed under psychological, as
well as physicel pressure, in luding‘veriousrtypes of torture,
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in spite of the fact that only a smell number of sccused
may have actually attempted or committed such ects,

The seme principle of the means being ueed
Justifying the end to be attained holds true for Com~
muniat propaganda and alleged factual reports in Soviet
controlled prees and redio, For this reason, those indi-
vidusls who may not surrender to Soviet or Communist
demands. through terror and fear might oftentimes be duped
into supporting Soviet goals because they believe Soviet
propaganda and distorted reports, To any psrsons residing
in or olose to the Soviet sphere of powsr, Soviet and Com-
munizt ruthlessness in dealing with suspects snd accused
individuals is well known. Therefore, when such persons
fall into Soviet hands by being abducted or apprehended,
they are generally very frightened and offer ususlly :

Tather slight resistance to Soviet investigetors or inter-
rogators, especially when their ordeal during pre-trial
hendling threatens to be prolonged indefinitely or beyond
their cepacity for endursnce in ithe event of their state-
ments being insufficient to satisfy the prosecutors, Under
these circumstances, confessions ocan be obtained after ex~
tended periocds of pre-trisl investigation amd sulfering,
even if' the accused are eithsr innocent or initislly de-

' termined not to implicate themmelves and others beyond
that which cen be proven against them in court., For this
reason, too, former consclentious and capable Western
agents and intelligence operators, such as AEINZ KUEHNE,
egreed to cooperate with the same elements they had fought -
so hard and effectively before. In the case of KUEHNE, who
was assumed to have strong anti-Soviet and anti~Communist
convictions, the manner in which he presented his "de-
fection" to the Fast in his pamphlet, mentioned above,
would easily cause wesker individumls in the Western parties
and organizetions to begin to doubt the wisdom of continu-

ing resistance to Communism, . =~ .. - o e
© . .. The following methods snd conditions in East
German and Soviet prisons cause arrested persons to confess

their "erimes" rather than remdin in pre-trial detention
for long periods: ' .

" The interrogators and investigmtors are oon-
tinuously warned by their superiors to obtain confessions
from the mccused if they do not want to arouse suspicion
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regarding their politicel loyalfy, efficiency in extraci-
ing confessions, or ettempted collusion with defendants,

Although beatings, physical torture in the
form of forcing the accused to place themselves for pro-
longed periods in positions of inereasing hardship to un-
bearable pain, and other forms of physicasl torment were
frequently used prior to 1953 and perticularly in STALIN's
era to extract confesslons regardless of guilt or innocence,
an effort was made after STALIN's death to refrain from
such practices, except when drastic situations demanded
mass convlictions and tight security memsures as in the
case of the Faat German uprising on June 17, 1953, the
‘Hungarian revolution, and similar events., During the
periods of tension cited above,. the largs number of ar-
rested people, the demand for ruthleas domination of in-
surgents, and speed nseded to re-sstablish full politiecal
control made it necesaary to revert to physical pressure
maethods to:conviot the dissstisfied elements,

Long periods of interrogation by one or

more investigators, frequently cerried out in the middle
of the night or toward early morning hours, poor sleep-
ing faallities, such es hard cots, cold cells, inadequate
bedding, and brightly illuminated cells, and other means
of keeping pre-~trial prisoners from getting any rest from
repeated violent accusations and detailed questioning are

- all utilized to prevent the accused from msintaining his
mental alertness, morele, snd will to reaist or defend his
rights of innocence. Blinding lights focused on the acoused
during interrogation further helps to intimidate and veaken

the defendant end to make him wish to end the ordeal at all
cost,

Ice cold solitary cells with glaring lights .
) or in complete darkness, oftentimes of extremely small size,
-are used also to break resistance of obstinate defendantu
“refusing to admit guilt or betray accomplices or fellov
‘ resistance fighters. ' -

Prequently these or similar cells are con-
structed to permit the so-called water treatment, which

consists either of flooding the cell gradually with cold -
water untll the prisoner has to stretch to keep his hesd
above the water level, or dousipg the victim alternatingly
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with ice cold and very hot weter for extended periods,

- The Soviets very often used the rather simple but just

88 brutal method of forcing the accused to stand for deys
in knee deep water or submerged up to his hips so that he
could not reet or change hie position besides becoming
violently i1l from exposure, the highly unsenitary con-

_ ditione (not being permitted to lesve the confinement for

‘days), and the further lack of proper nourishment. Persons
subjected to such tortures do not require drugging or
stlmiletion through drugs to induce confessions.

They are usually ao scared mnd exhausted,
ag well a8 oftentimes seriously 111 from the physical
hardships, that they confess to anything, Such drugs as
Sodim Pentathol or so-called truth serums are not even
practical in many Soviet interrogations because the prisoners
could not possibly confess under their effect or under
hypnoeis to something not actually experienced or earried
out, Therefore, truth serums, drugs to weaken resistance
and the will to withhold information, could even defeat

. the interrogetor's misasion of prepering the mecused to play

the role of scapegoat in o staged show triaml,

e Deceptographs or Polygreph: (1ie detectors),
vhich are used considerably by Western agencies, are hardly
used by the Soviets for the same reason besides accomplish-
ing under certein conditions much less than phyelcsl pres-
sure and terror could echieve, It 18 known that a stimlant,
such as strong coffee, strong tobaceo or cigarettes after
long periods in which their use was denied, rich and enticing
food, especially elso amlcohol in large quantities, is used
often to trap the accused or cause him to become fully de-
pendent on the kindness of the interrogator for further
benefita. :

.. -Positions into which the prisoner may be foreed

i for étﬁéﬁded periods include sitting for days or long hours
. in erect-posture on & small or lovw bench or stool until he

cannot possibly bear the resultant pains and svelling of his
legs end body ceused by abnormal blood circuleation and muscle
tension, The aim in this form of torture, and similar ex-

" erucisting body positions into which the sccused 4s forced,

is to meke the accused lose all command over his will because
of the extreme condition of fatigus, realizetion of utter
defeat, inability to beer further pein, and consequent loes
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of étrengt.h of charecter and power of mental concentration, -
It has been esteblished that it is almost impossible for

& normel person to bear up under such treatment withaut
becoming the willing tool of his tormentors.

Another favorite practice to torment the
accused is to thresten arrest end torture of his olosest
relstives and lmmediste fsmily. In the case of, I believe,
BORST LUDWIG, wes was convicted of eapionsge in 1959, it
became quite evident, 28 borne osut in his own testimony and
magazine publicstions of his background story, that his
fether was beaten in jei) in Fest Cermany and mede to
believe {or aciually overheard) that another close relative
wag 8180 brutally beasten in an adjoining cell from wvhers
hig or her cries could be heard. The result of this treat-
ment was that HORST LUDWIG!s father and other relatives co-
operated with the Soviets end the MFS in oconvineing him
{HORST) to accept the offer to spy against the Vestern
militery establishment (Federal German navy and eir force,
as wvell as the U, S, Alr Force in the United States during
his treining in Florida) for the Soviets, In all cases of
this kind, the Soviets assure a certain degree of silence
and success by using close relativea as hostages, who will
be arrested snd punished should the sgents or informants
being forced to cooperate ever turn against the Sovietz or
betray their missions to the Western suthorities, The
tremendous fear of severe reprissls snd harsh treatments to
relatives or the immediste family, including children at

times, probably is a very strong influence on the econtinued
loyalty and eilence of Eastern egents, even if they are not
fully convinced of the Comaunist regime's alleged sdventages.

A strong element in the intamgutor’c pover

_over defendsnta is his oft-repeeted contention that resistance

18 useless as long as the accused is in the hands of the
Soviets end that he only hurts his own chances for a rela-

. tively light. senteace by refusing to "cooperste." It is
"7 well known through appropriate press and redio publicity,
- fully endorsed.end even advertised by the Soviet security

_.egencies (such as MFS), that those who confess or offer
_their statements and coopemte with the Soviet authorities

. éarly enough will be given from complete immnity to very

., light punishment while those who insist on hiding their

erimes egainet the state or the “people" will be sentenced -
severely. This prectlee, of course, and the consistent
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publicity and show +riels deZonstrating the method
repeatedly, has & consicerable influence on any def'endant
end his willingness to prevent e very long sentence or
even & death penslty, In this cmnection, the utili-
zation of technicel surveillance =nd recording equipment,
as vell as informants posing as fellow priscners or sympa-
thetic inmates or guards, are used to gather e£s nuch detri-
uentel informetion sbout and from the defendant #e can pos-
8ibly be gained between interrogations,

Aside from clever politicel argunenta, used
by Soviet investigators in convincing priscners of the
superiority and infallibility of the Communist cause and
aims, the meccused will frequently be led into apparently
casual political discussions when the interrogators try
to make the amccused belicve that the questioning is being
relaxed for the sake of a respite and to be mors friendly
end even considerate toward the defendant. Fven & ceutious
prisoner, ‘and being intelligent, may try to Justify his at-
titude toward his interrogators and s so-called objective
criticiem of the regime's errors, In such moments, the
interrogators will find the arguments for coercing the
prisoner into admitting political -opposition to <he regime,

, Finally, a1l prisoners Iin pre~trisl detention
are treated in such menner ss to purpcsely lower their self-
respect and feeling of human dignity. "The way in which a
newly admitted suspect ic registered at the pre~trial prison,
" searched physicelly for weapons or poasible implements of
escapo, cauged to turn in their belongings, and placed into
the cell, 1is well calculated to cause the prisoner to feel
depreved, lost, end without possible help, The simple ex~
pedient of periods of pre-trial investigation and interrogation
lesting for months or even beyond a yeer is highly effective
in creating strong despair in the prisoner's mind, Without
. bope and the possibility of help from the outeide, he weakens

. muchi more ‘easily:than if he were-pemitted to. communicete

with reletives and friends on the outside. This practice,

- of eourse, also affects the prisoner's relatives and. contects -
. on the outeide, especielly if they are in any wey guilty but

- nat spprehended e5 yet, Their fears way csuse these people

- to meke errors in judgument, flee, or even contact the very
peraons or organizetions for advice &nd help and thus lesd

the Snviets to sscectain mere caslly their mctusl Yestern
connections end missions,’ . : :
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The siorcmeniioned pamphlet by SAGOLLA (DIF
EITE GISTAPO) reflects on pages 43 through 51 the sbove. '
cited interrogetion methods and several examples of brutal
trcetments of pre-triml priscners by the FS. For the
purpose of this testimemy it is unfortunete that names of
the victims and interrogators are not given in the pamphlet,
although dates are cited, Txact details may be obtained
from the Central Intellipgence hrgency, whose representatives
in West Berlin mainteined close contect with the KGU and
may have saved sume of the very veiuable records and files
of that orgenization before it wes closed dowm.

The pamphlet, entitled, "DIR STAATSSICHERHE ITSDIENST"
(The State Security Service - 1,e., MFS), prepared by the ‘
UFJ (Free Jurists in Yest Berlin) prior to 1960, contains
very interesting information on pages 5¢ through 78 regard- -
ing MFS interrogetion methods end the menner in wvhich
prisoners of the Soviets and }FS are hendled from the
moment of their arrest to their final sentoncing in typical
show trials, The UFJ has backed up this information with
gevers) actual case histories and mentions precise names,
‘dates, and places involved to present authentic reporis. -
The two examples, illustrating well Soviet and Fest (erman
interrogetion methods, cited below were extracted from the
UFJ booklet. '

7 ALFRCD FUNTZSCH, born (etober 23, 1928, resided
in Fast Cermany &t Lauchhamrer, where he worked in the looal
machine fectory. On March 6, 1953, he made critical remarks
sbout STALIN, who had Just died, and mentioned his hope for
g unified Germany. He made these remerks emong fellow workers,
Two deys later, he wes arrested by three MFS officers, who
took him to the local MFS office. After e complete physical
chock of his clothes and body, he was permitted to kesp only
his shirt, trousers snd Jecket, and was then placed in a cell.
After several hours, he was teken to the interrogetion room
and questioned by several MFS officials for four hours, His

mpéarfed"to?him”and.hi_eiuas accused ‘of -having oriticized the
regime, which he denled. Two MFS interrogators repeatedly
‘hit him in the face with_their fiets, causing him to fall
from his cheir repeetedly and to lose cousciousness., Then &
confession was demanded in return for clgerettes and a promise
of release from jeil. After continued refusel ‘o con{ess,
KUNTZSCH wae sgain beoten. He ves then returned to hie cell,
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In the seceo ‘.mcrrogat..cn, the report
from his fellow worker, VANTZLD CCRVENZIFR, regexding
the incident end his remarks was finally shown the mc-
cused after specific stetements, FINTZSCI hed made only
in the informsnt's presence, were mentioned to prove the
sccuracy of the eccusstion, lven then the prisoner refused
to make & full confession and wes sgain maltreated, His
reglstance was finally broken when he was threatened with
the arrest of his wifc and cnildren.

When KUNTZSCH wes moved several days after
his original arrest to the pre~irlal judge, he was told to
sign e atetement that he confessed voluntarily and without
coercion, FUNTZSCH pointed to his scars and other merks
of violence and refused to sign the stetement, He was then
placed in & dark and damp basement cell without windows of
vory small size and forced to stand in it up to 14 hours,
when he collapsed, He was revived with water, and when
again threatened with further detentlon in the same cell,
he amigned the statement.

In subsequent interrogations and wvhile heing
photographed, he was placed in & blinding floodlight alihough
he was highly sansitive to any light and almost blind. He
was given a defense lawyer the day of end very shortly before
the trial, at which the prosecutor demanded a sentence of
seven and e helf years in the penitentisry., He was givean
a two eand s half yser septence, which was later curtailed
when KUNTZSCH in view of hls incressing blindness, induced
because of the Iinterrogetions fecing the floodlights, was
unable to leave the prison hospital,

- MARTIN PCHL, borm Msrch 23, 1930, a journalist,
worked from 1947 to 1950 es editorial treixmc for the Fast
Berlin Communist youth organizetion magezine, (FDJ-Zeitachrift)
“JUNGP. WELT." There he became ecquainted with the editor

- .LOTHAR LINK.  After LINK fled to West Berlin in the spring
o, -of 1950, LINK telephoned POHL &nd siranged vith POHL & meet-

ing in West Berlin. This telephonc call, apperently made to
POlL's office, had become known to the main editorial office
of the megazine, causing ihe responsible steff members to
diascuss the proposed meeting with POHL end threetening him

-with immediete dismissel should he keep the appointment. POHL

therefore ¢1d not mee: LINE 28 scheduled ctnd elso had no
further contect with LINI et sny tize lzter.
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“n February 22, 1952, 2CHL wos unexpectedly
arrested in his home in the Soviet Sector of Berlin. He
w68 teken to the MFE pre-iriel prison and eccused of baving
conrltted espionage sgainst Test Gerasny on behalf of the
imericens,  POHL was completely emazed at the charges and
could not understand why he would be eccused of such setiv-
ity. After many long interrogations for one wveek, tlhe
interrogators finally mentloned the neme LINF. Thereupon
POIL explained that he had never seen LINK again after hie
flight to Yeet Berlin in 1953, _

In spite of his repeated denials of guilt
and contact with LINK or the I, S. Intelligence Service,
PCHL continued to be interrogated from six to seven hours
each night for approximately three weeks, POHL was not
pernitted to sleep in the daytime in his cell and was unable
to rest during the night when his interrogations teook place,
While detained in his solitary and illuminated cell, POHL
would be ewakened by the guard at once whenever he fell
asleep on his amall stool, on which he was forced to sit,
At those times, the guard would loudly rap on the cell door
and yell snd cuss out the prisoner. Because of his extreme
exhaustion, POHL finally geve up further resistance and
decided to mske a false confesalon,  He then claimed to have
met LINK twice in West Berlin in May 1950,

Soon after hie "confession" was written up
and signed, POHL was placed in another cell, in which a
certain FUCHS, the onetime preas. secretary of the custed
East German Foreign Minister, DERTINGER, wes also detained,
FUCHS strongly advised POHL to not make further incriminsting

the investigator finally accepted his denial, making an of-
fleial record thereof. Fspecially at this interrogation,
but also in previous ones, PUHL vas alweys yelled at, cussed
out, end. treeted.-in .a degreding masnner to cause him t0 lose
his self-confidence, -~ - - . .. : RS '

- Until mid-June 1953, POHL wvas interrogated three
times weekly, and thereefter again at longer intervals, 4
finel attempt to yet obtain & confesoion from PUHL was made

" when he wes threatened with indefinite detention prior to
triel, In another attenpt by the MFS, LINK and POML vere
‘confronted while LINY openly accused PCHL ‘of espionage, Since
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POHL hed sctuelly had nz conteet with LINK or the
Americans, and LINY must have known this also, it 1s
evident that LINK must heve been forced as vell by the

" MFS to fsbrieate a confession and. implicate others for
the seke of terminsting the ordesl of interrogation and
pre-irial detention hardships. 1In spite of his unchenged
statement of innocence, POHL was placed on trial in
Chemnitz, Fest Germany, where he and other defendants
vere sentenced on November 5, 1953 to four Yeare in the
penitentiary. The prosecution had demanded & five year
‘sentence. The principal defendant, LOTHAR LINK vas
sentenced in a separate proceeding of the same court to
ten years in the penitentiary on July 7, 1953,

_ POHL found out that enother defendsnt, also
a former editor of the "JUNGF WELT," one PETER LEFOLD, had
elso mede e false confession and hed then similarly re-
tracted his confession. As LEFFOLD subsequently explained
to POHL, he could not have met LINK in West Berlin on the
dates claimed by LINK because he (LEFOLD) was not even 4n Fast or
Wesat Berlin during that period. In the main court sesgion
trying POHL and LEFOLD, both were aentenced to four years
in prison, however. The resson why the trisl took place in
Chemnitz, en area in which none of the defendants had resided
previously or had even worked, was unknown to POHL, POHL
later fled to West Berlin after his release in Fast Ge
and made & sworn statement to the UFJ on April 18, 1955,
regarding this experience. . _

Before closing any final analysis of Soviet
and Communiat interrogation methods, the following ceses
should be studied closely inssmuch as they serve well as
typical examples of brutality and ruthleass interrogation,

. . One is the investipation and prosecution in
‘Hungary of CARDINAL MINDSENTY, who is currently protected

- by the United States Fumbassy in Hungary egainst further

. --persecution by the AV0 (Hungerian Communisi Security snd

7. - Counterintelligence Organizstion) ..  MINDSENTY. was arrested

and accused of having committed treason and -subversion

agninst the Communist Hungarian People's Republic, After:

very long and extremely exhausting interrogations, MINDSENTY

wes tried in a show trisl and given a long sentence, - During

‘the trial, he appeared to be a broken man, having the ap- -

pearance of e hypnotized or drugged person. As far as I know,
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the methods of degredetion of the spirit, of exhaustion
through lack of rea* and physicel as well es nervous
tension, and of interminable accusations and threats
finally ceused the cardinal to break down in his re-
sistance, It is unknown to me if any drugs were used

but I belleveg having resd published articles by knowledgable
writers in which the u:e of strong coffee wes mentioned

a8 one practice to keep MINLDSINTY sweke over long periods
and prevent rest for the accused, that the purpose of the
use of drugs had been achieved.

Another cese is the prosecution ard trisl
of XADAR, the current heed of the Hungarisn Communist Party
end State regime, KADAR was subjected to even worse treat-
ments and inhumene handling by the AVO, when he was ac-
cused of antl-Stalinist actions and tendencles prior to the
desth of STALIN, Although KADAR's suffering may not be | |
described to any Americen investigators or writers by any -
available witnesses, 1t was reported, I belleve, by JAMES A,
MICHENER, in his recent book, The Bridge at Andsu, published
by Rendom House, New York, in 1957, MICHFNER cites in this

" "book & large number of eadistic practicea of the AVO in their
handling of prisoners and suspects. Being in the United States

Fmbessy at Budapest, CARDINAL MINDSENTY should aleo be availa-
ble for first-hand statamsnta. MICHENER may well.remember
meny of the Hungerian refugeee whose information he reported
regarding the AVO and Soviet interrogstion and detention
methods and may possibly provide addresses of sultable witnes-
ses, The United States Army Oeneral DFAN ahould also be able
to furnish firet-hand testimony regarding the degreding treat-—
ment and brainveshing techniques he.-was subjected to by the
North Yorean Commnniats as a ?risoner cf ¥ar prior to his
release. . ;

Murder by}deiet;aganta to eliminate politicel
foes, knowledgeble defectors, fermer Communists who left the

" Party to fight Commumism from the West, and any other oppo-

sition considered too dangerous to be permltted to continue
their activities, is known well es one method of gaining
political ends &t all”cost. ‘A perfect exemple of this
ruthless courseof actlon by the Soviets wes revealed when
the MVD Captein KHOKHLOV defected ‘to the West in early 1954
instzad of carrying out his Soviet mission to assassinate
leeding NTS official CKOLOVITCH in Frankfurt/Main, Germany.
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: Annther ngent sent elong “o sssist
KHCKHLOV was the Cermen HANS EUEL “IToCH, an old-time
Communist from Lindau, leke Constance, Germany, .
EUKCWITECH wes born 1911 in Switzerland. Another agent, -
who accompanied KHOKHLCY and FUECWITECH, was the German
WIBFR, On February 25, 1954, thesc agents vere placed in
protective. custody by the United States suthorities in Vest
Germeny. On April 22, 1754, the Americans amiounced
publicly and officially the Soviet cttempt to murder
CKOLOVITCH with the help of +hese agents, who had been
given all necesssry pepers, funds, snd the small hidden
mirder veapon.. It may be significant that at sbout the
same time, DR, ALI'{AHDFR TKUCHNCVITCH wes sbducted frem
West Berlin, namely on £pril 13, 1954, only nine days before
the Americer ennouncement in Bonn. ‘

.- To my personal knowledge, the following other
instances of Soviet or MFS assessination ettempts eguinat
anti-Commmniet politiciens occurred between 1955 and 1957
in Yest Berlin. One vas directed at the eforementioned
outspoken anti-Soviet and snti-Communist Party Chairmen
of the FDP, CAFRL-HUBFRT SCIMFNNICKE, to whom the MFS through
annonymous persons sent e packege containing a strong ex-
plosive, which wounded severely SCHWFRNICKE?s secvetary, who
opened the parcel in the ante-room 1o the Party leeder's
office in the SIFMENS COLPORATION's Administretion Bullding,
where he had en important director poaition. This took place
in early 1955,  In the fast German press and radio strenuous
efforts vere mede to place the bleme and guilt on Western
agents of 2 nationalist group. C

Another ettempt was made, I believe in 1956,
ageinst. the sforementioned SPD functionary and meyer of Berlin-
Kreuzberg, WILLI XRFSSMANN. In this case s en informant of
the M8, who had first been tested by several trial missions

‘wes given a-parcel of = specinlly prepated explosive charge to
mall-in & certein wey end with a felse return sddress to the
intended victim, Unly becauss the informan* hed slpo os-
tablished contact with an Awmericen countérintelligence agency.
in %est Berlin and wss not willing to earry out this mission,
wes 1t possible to seve FEISCMANN., The charge wes exploded
insterd by the Vest Berlin police detonetion and mine clear-
ing specialists., It wes found to neve n very large detonating
force an¢ would e€28ily have killed *he vic*in, The bomb and
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parcel consisted cntirely of praducts purchased in West
Berlin and manufectured iq ‘HL 'egt, The false return
address ves epparently plcked by the MFS to implicate
another opponent of Communisn in Yest Berlin, should West
Berlin sauthorltiec hre found & troce of the nlleged sender,

. The eatire percel and contents had been
built snd similar models had most likely been teated
carlier by the IS5 in Yast Berlin in a specially es-
tablished research end development center snd lsborstory,
designated "Abteilung ;" (Department S), in which specialists
and MI'S priacners -1ith sppropriaste technical and scientific
background and knmrledge -vork developing and meking all types
of technicel equipment, used, for instance, in abductions
vhen ears having felse license plates can be.driven from
the secane of the crine while changing the plates without
having to &top, in audin-surveillance (secret 1listening
devices), and in clandestine communications, as well aa
special photographic nissions requiring spy camerna of
different sizes and cexoufleged in various ways,

Instences of sulclde, vhich vere in reality
aassassinations to make the victir appear to have killed
himself, are not remeuwbered by me. There have been several
ceses of suicide by Uoviet and ¥rS npents or informants,
but whether these were bonn fide suicides or not is extrcmely
difficult to determine beyond remsonable doubt,  Obvicusly,
any suleide eliminates further police investipgation as soon
as the possibility of murder hes been found highly improbable.

In :ne instance, & pre-trial prisoner of the
Fnst German outhorities in the Soviet Sector of Berlin prior
to 1953 wes accuseq of economic as well a8 politicel erimes
and/or eaplonage epainst the Yest German regime, He wes
brutally beaten and allegedly managed to jump out of a priaon
window 1n an upper floor., It was generclly beliaved to have
been suicide by a victim of torture who could not bear further. = .

the true condition of the victim who, beceus: 3¢ maltreatment, - -
could no longsr be utilized in e show trisl or who had steadfastly. ‘
or because of his true innscence feiled o cnnfcaa. Although '
tle naxe of the vietim is no* reczllected by me now, I know

thet he ":ma at one “ime the fisncce of ¥iu, RUTH VON VARADY,

the present wife of n —ell kn-wm jsurnalist, ALELANDER VZH
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VARADY-3ZABT, in Vest Beriin, I believe thst close friends,

as well es his forzsr fiancec, were convinced that the
victim did not reelly commit sulcide, '

" In enother case, on c¢spinnage suspect or
agent of the Soviets, = rether beautiful naturalized
Awericen of originelly Yest German nationelity, who had
married & United States serviceman and hedrmigrated to
the United States, wae fcund in = West Berlin apsrtment of
her onetime boy friend, the German dentist, DR, SOMMER, at
Berlin-Wilmersdorf, British Sector, where she hnd supposedly
committed sulcide over her broken love mffair and s quarrel
with DR, SOMMER, The victim's name I do not remember, un-
fortunately, but the Yozt Berlin police and United States

~ authorities in Berlin, including the CIA, I believe, in- .

vestigated this cese and found o notebook of the vietim,

She had opened the gas valves in the kitchen after closing
21l windows, while DR, SCMMER left 4in the evening and.did
not return until early morning, when he found her already
dead. DR, SOMMER, himself, as well as seversl of his female
acquaintances, and even hie own wife (married after the
incident), were all tied up in suspicious sctivities in con~

_nection with the Soviet intelligence service in Esst Berlin,

The victim had apperently mede numerous travels behind the
Iron Curtain end hecd beca in contset with the Soviets re-~
peatedly, .

It is my firm opiniosn, based on extended study
of the Soviet practices, that in their efforts to echleove
their goals they sould not hesitete to esssssinate opponents
in any manner conridered especially suiteble and would
therefore teke any opportunity to have such murder appear
es sulcide, :

Another gond example. of .Coumunist aasessination

for e politicel: purpose -is the rurder by ERICH MIELYE, the
: current head of the MFS.-in Fawut Gérmany ,. when he carried out

s Party order and shot end killed the German police officers,
ANLAUF end IENCK, in Berlin on August ¢, 1931, et a time
when the Nazis had not essumed power and e truely democratic’
government existed under the -1¢ Gerzsn Welnar Repub]ic's
Cenetitution,

In view of the ruthlesesnrss of Soviet activities
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in e11 fielés of intelllgence, espionege, subversion, and
counterintelligence, particularly concerning Yestern ¥urope,
the problem of tsking effective United Stmtes counter

measures without reverting to similar tectics or utilising
such drestic actions as to seriously endanger our democratic
processes hes been and may well continue to be a major remson
why Soviet ects of mggression and terror are difficult to
combst, I am convinced, on the basis of 15 years of practical
experienco in Berlin and confronting the Soviets snd their

Communist collaborators in continuous "front line action,”

that until now the overall efforts snd specific esctivities

by the respousibl. United Stetee epgencies were rather optimisti-
cally viewed as adequate, or even effective, and fully
sufficient for the future without, however, having been

carried out on g scele reelly neceded to mchieve complete -
Western protection apeinst future Soviet threats.

It is impossible to place the blame on any
particular individuml. Such attempts of lmproving our ef-
ficiency and inereasing our effort would, in my opinion, fail
to provide & sound plan for better meassures, It would only
result in accusations and excuses by the egencles concered,

Also, I know that & very large number of highly dediceted and
capable Americens in all branches of ths government and abroad
have done £11 they could to alert the public end obtain decisions
and fevorsble results in fighting Communist eggression and. terror,
But it must be realized that no mstter how much any such activities
as counterintelligence, security regulstions, intelligence and
espionage mcts, and influencing politicelly foreign countries

and their populetions, msy be distssteful to or considered an
essential evil by many loyml, although poorly informed Americans
{including some responeible government officials) the United
States and its foreign sllies will be in & far more perilous
position, unless we become much more active and concerned re-
garding Western securlty end our true politicel atrength versus

'Communiam.

' © "7 cen srfely state that -the personnel strength,
' the scope of available funds and -operationsl means, and the degree
of combined or concentrated effort in providing greater security
from Soviet mets of aggression and subversion in Western Europe,
end perticularly regarding Yest Berlin (or Berlin as & whole. -
before the Soviet Blockade), were definitely inadequate, ae it
pertains not only to the United Eta*es muthorities there, but
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8180 regarding the French end the 3ritish endeavors, In
addition, the punishment provided in our lews end Vesat
Serman Jurisdiction, as shown sbove in a fey examples,
is very light compared with Soviet sentences for similar end
even less serious offenses, Vhen it is posaible for the
Soviets to concentrete on privete end officinl Western
egencles to such an extent that infiltretion and subversion
cause these sgencies to become ineffective end even terminate
thelr operations, then it i1s apperent that our success in
this field is highly questionsble. (The leading Weat Cerman
SPD functionery and member of the House of Rgpresentatives,
HERBERT WEHNLR, for instance, who had been & leading Com-
munist before World War II end broke with the Party because
of Soviet domination and his recognition of errors in Com-
munie’, doctrines, vas the target of numerous Soviet ab-
duction attempte in his Yest German home town of Hamburg,
He knows Communist ruthlessness personelly and serves as ,
an excellent exsmple of Soviet terror practices, Even
though he is a recognized and well known political figure,
the Communists did not hesitate to asttempt to eliminate him
through physical violence., Yet » except for a onetime report~
ing of the ettempts to abduct or assagssinate him, very 1ittle
- publiclty has been given these attempts,)

" One weskness in Americen policy and ections
in Cermany wes the reluctance to demand full recognition
of occupetion rights and constant Trespect from all German
officials and politicians, especially those in responsible
poeitions in the Soviet Zonse, when dealing with or referring
to.United Stetes authoritiee, regardless of contrary Soviet
politicel aims and domination. The Soviets snd thelir German
~ collaborstors regard the uwillingness by leading lnited
Staetes officials tocenly exercise their rights 28 a control- .
ling power during conduct towsrd Germans and handling Com-
-munists as an obvious political weakness insteed of, as
sincerely intended by the Americeans, an effort to be con- . .
siderate and fair toward all Germans, Believing the Americans

‘ ~-weak ‘and well-meaning, the Soviets -were encoutaged to become

" increasingly brezen in their disregard for hmuman valuse and
freedom in GCermany, but particularly concerning residents
of Western occupled territory, They accoidingly assumed
that the United States Government wes not sufficiently serious
or sincere in their declared occupetion policy and plans for
& unified and independently democretic Germeny to be willing
end prepered to take dreatic action, even militery messures,
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to protect Cerman integrity, security, and pro-‘‘estern
intercsts, ’ i

o An as yet unwarrented paliticel independence
end full freedom of politicel action for solely the Western
occupled Germany 154f (similar to & rether premature United
Stetes dismrmement right after “World Yer IT » not being
based on any reslistic eppralsal of an eas yet quite un-
gettled political future for the whole of Germany, includ-
ing the ruthlessly suppressed Soviet Zone, allowed the
Soviets to isolate themselves from the Weatern powers, to
consolidete their domination of Fast Germany and Polsnd,
and to establish a deop rift between the two parts of Germany.
Hestom actions regarding Fest Cermeny, et en cerly stage
relavively Justified and plausible in the light of joint
occupation rights, therefore became practically impossible
or even dangerous, : :

: " The riduculous situstion of e2lloged spokesmen
of en occupled people, as the Cormuniats in Fast Ga
claimed to be, elthough supported in their politicsl activ-
itles by the Soviets, protesting violently in press and
redio so-called intelligence and esplonage efforts by an
occupying power, such es the Americens, never apparently
couged the least concern or immedimte counter measures by
the responsible United States occupation officials to
clarify once and for all the correct stetus of those East

- Germens end the Communists in Germany, Aside from oftentimes
effective actions end protests by GENERAL HOWLEY, too few

_such energetic steps were ever taken by the Americens to
demand setisfection ang corrective metions,

Unfortunately, Soviet actions in organizaing
and strengthening two years after World War II Fest Cerman
armed forces and security organizations (such as the MFS},
while West Germany wes neither reerning nor established
similar security agencies, were never offlcinlly publicizec

.- Bor strongly protested by the United States Government,
““although detailed and ‘timely: reports vere -forvarded regard-
ing these. threats es eerly as 1742 by (IC fro:m Berlin,

, The fact that certain United Stetes officials
in Sermany intentlonslly or inadvertently defeated the best
Americen interests in fermany by playing into Soviet hands
further ceused the Soviets end Communisets to assume that
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the United Stetes Govermment would not teke drastic

“getion to insist sn its announced policies being cerried

out. in apite of Coviet objections or lack of cooperation.
Such Axericen officisls, ss the former hesd of the OMGUS
(0ffice MiY, Gov't, U.,S,) Radio Brench and his deputy,

-having been gctive Communists before, took amctions shortly

gfter the Soviet Blockade of Berlin seriously affecting

the perscnnel end effectiveness of broadessts by RIAS

(U.S. sponsored Fadic in Berlin), Through their decieions,
e poverful trensmitter was not uged in Berlin es originally
prenned, ardent ond populsr supporters of official American
policies #nd int crests in Furope, a8 the excellent com-
mentators VON V/TADY oné TUCFN HARTMANN, were not only fired
without notice »r due ccuse but even prevented from regein-
ing ciher employment, snd redio cormentetors were selected
who openly as well as secretly supported leftist and SPD
interests strongly opposing Western military prepsredneas,
such as NATO, and efforts to contsin Soviet eggression, -
Other independent RIAS commentators, such as FENST TILLICH,

~ who also steunchly backed United Stotes policy, wewm dropped
"pg well at 2 later dete. This luck of understanding by

certain Amesdcan _fficials abrosd (in this cese, Berlin),
reparding the importance of fostering end constantly helping
the trul locel friends of Americe, was greatly responsible
for resentment, despeir, and doubt in the wisdom of openly
endorsing United States interests in the face of constant
Communist intrigues, infiltreation, end frequent acts of
violence, against vhich meny once eager friends of the United
States were not even adequately protected, . Although the
aforementioned OMGUS officisls were finally ousted in 1953
{shortly before OMGUS cessed to exist snywey), the Radic
Branch chief, while etill claiming to represent United Stetes
interests at the Copenhagen International Broadcasting
Conference in 1947, permitted the Soviets to obtain the best
possible radio frequencies for test German stations sending
strong Communist propagende throughout Germany.

ftnother serious dravback preventing affective

... protective dction apeinst abductions end similar trensgressions
~-into Yestetn territory ves the inadequate patrolling by

Western police snd security forces et the Soviet Zone and
Sector borders. After a particularly slarming seriea af
sbductions in Yest Berlin, I rec-rmended t: the then
responsible fmericen Public Sefety officer, MAJOR BOND, - -
thet petrols #nd checks of vehicles at the Sector borders
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be increesed ‘o permit closer cxmminetion of suspicious .
cars end persons &ncé 1o rerord license pletes for resdy
counterintellipgence refercnce, Ye rpreed thet such
negsures reuld be excellent bu* pointed out +hat top
irvel polltienl ming ond dipicme*ic considerntions were
strongly opposed tc such action, es "the Soviets could |
cepitelize on such steps +o accuse the Americens of
sabotaping Serman 1vinificetion and intensifying the
separation of Germany." (The letter remarks were more or
lges *hose of lemdine United Stetes officisls who feared
such congequences,) Freedom »f interzonal movement wes
strongly demanded by +he highest Americen officisls and
then sctually esteblishcd in spite »f contimied Saviet
travel restrictions, This pslicy may have been eincerely
considered a8 £ vey by the Amerienns to provide the
desired freedem of movement for all Germans, but it
certainly permitted the Soviets to infiltrste the West
with incremsed ense rng effort vhile still preventing
Vestern povers equel and proper rccess to Fast Germany
in retumn.

My urgent recormendetione nre thet the United
States Intelligence osnd socurity spencies be built up end
expanded -+o become more effective and constitute a true
deterrent to further Soviet and Communist aggression and
subveraion, that operctional nceds in this ToBpect are
not disregarded or inedequately met within, for instence,
military intellipence nnd security organizations for the
gake: of overriding administrative or budgetary policy con-
siderations, that the intellipence and foreim area
specialists of the United States Goverrment and forcee ere
not-loet to the seccurity effort beceuse of atrict adherence
to sueh "ferrful or crutious" repulations as any recent
forelgn netionality, foreign spouses, or uwillingness tco
‘grant necessary wsivers for their utilizstion and retention
- under unusuel circumstances, If it were possible to use tc
really great netional adventepe such -netime enemies and
currently truely loyal fmerieans ms WFRNHER VON BRAUN, then

I ‘the utilizetion of valuable s#nd cepable individusls in the

. fields of Intelligenze end security st the present atate

of "peace” with th. toviets should be just ms important, if
not merc essentisl, to winning the running battle of the rold
wer, .Inadequate funds, entiqueted meesures for the eake of
not “al:ing chances nn rny forcimm bom individuels, the
‘neglect of -operationsl requirements for the benefit of
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incressed adminisirative activiiles, and the feilure to
coordinate all agencles efficien?ly 4in an all-nut .
national security and, sbove ell, escotive propegsnda effort,
should 211 be prevented in fuiure meosures end plans by
the United Uirtes Govemuent regarding really adequate
endervors to combetl Tommunis’, «ogression end subversion,
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